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Amendments to the specification: 

On page 1, line 3, please amend the heading as follows: 
Related Art Background of the Invention 

On page 1 , please amend the first paragraph as follows: 
In wiper blades of the type described in the preamble of cla i m 1 according 
to the present invention , the carrier element is intended to insure the most even 
distribution possible of the wiper blade contact pressure against the window 
exerted by a wiper arm connected to the wiper blade over the entire wiping field 
covered by the wiper blade. Due to a corresponding curvature of the non-loaded 
carrier element - i.e., when the wiper blade does not lie against the window - the 
ends of the wiper strip lying fully against the window during the wiping operation 
of the wiper blade are loaded toward the window by way of the carrier element, 
which is then taut, even if the curvature radii of spherically curved motor vehicle 
windows change with each position of the wiper blade. The curvature of the 
wiping blade must therefore be somewhat greater than the greatest curvature 
measured in the wiping field of the window to be wiped. The carrier element 
therefore replaces the expensive carrying strap construction having two loose 
springs situated in the wiper strip, as implemented in traditional wiper blades 
(DE-OS15005357). 

Please amend the paragraph bridging pages 1-2 as follows; 
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The invention is based on a wiper blade according to the preamble of 
Claim 1 , With the known wiper blade of this type (DE-GM publication 
2961 1722.6), the two springs are connected to each other as a single part by 
way of transverse ribs situated on both of its ends. Since these transverse ribs 
are located in the plane of the springs, one of the end sections of the slit lying 
between the longitudinal edges facing each other and enclosed by the springs 
and the transverse ribs must be expanded in such a fashion that the wiper strip 
can be properly installed in the slit. However, this act of expansion can 
disadvantageous^ change the spring properties of the carrier element in terms of 
the intended wiping results. Additionally, it is cost-intensive to manually insert 
the wiper strip in the slit by way of this expansion. Moreover, the wiper strip of 
the known wiper blade must be shorter than the springs, the two ribs of which 
situated on their ends lie outside the wiper strip/ As a result, the height of the 
wiping field determined by the length of the wiper strip cannot always be 
designed to the maximum, because the transverse ribs extending beyond the 
ends of the wiper strip must be taken into account 

On page 2, line 6, please amend the heading as follows: 
Advantag e s Summary o f the Invention 

On page 4, line 1, please amend the heading as follows: 
PiagFam Brief Description of the Drawings 


3 


PAGE 4/15 * RCVD AT 2/1912004 12:25:21 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:U$PT0£FXRM/2 * DNIS:8729310 * CSID:6315490404 * DURATION (mm-ss):02-54 


02/19/2004 12:28 FAI 6315490404 STRIKER & STRIKER @1 005/015 


On page 4, line 16, please amend the heading as follows: 
Detailed Description of the Preferred Embodiments 
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